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Vilakazi Foundation, Midtown Rotary announce South African clean water grant
Partnership will deliver 100 safe drinking water straws to South African children
OKLAHOMA CITY – Three Oklahoma-based organizations will bring clean drinking water to children in South Africa. The Vilakazi Foundation and OKC Midtown Rotary Club partnered to deliver 100 Water is Life straws to children in the South African village of Coffee Bay.

The straws are portable water purifiers worn around a person’s neck to be used in any water source to provide clean, safe drinking water. The Vilakazi Foundation worked with Midtown Rotary to apply for a grant to Rotary District 5750 to purchase $1,000 worth of straws. Each straw costs $10. Of the $1,000 in straws, $800 came from Rotary District 5750 and $200 came from Midtown Rotary.
“Because of help from Oklahoma Rotarians, children in South Africa will have clean drinking water, a key component in growing up healthy,” said Leigh Jacobs, president of The Vilakazi Foundation. “All too often, children in South Africa die from a lack of clean water — something we take for granted each day. We cannot give enough thanks to our friends from Rotary for this wonderful gift.”

Water is Life straws are made from durable plastic about 10 inches in length and 1 inch in diameter. The straw’s inside includes membranes, iodized crystals and active carbon, all of which removes the iodine taste and micron-sized bacteria. It is effective against waterborne bacteria and viruses such as typhoid, cholera, E. coli, guinea worm, dysentery and diarrhea.
Water is Life says water-related diseases claim the lives of 5,000 children under the age of five each day. The straws from the Oklahoma project were shipped June 30 by Midtown Rotary.
Megan Elliott, immediate past president of OKC Midtown Rotary, said the South African clean water project is a perfect fit for the international aspect of Rotary.

“This partnership is another great example of Oklahomans working together to solve a problem for total strangers,” Elliott said. “Time and time again, Oklahomans rise to challenges at home and abroad.”

About Water is Life
Founded in Edmond, Water is Life is a nonprofit dedicated to providing accessible clean water to communities across the world. The straw cleanses a minimum of 800 liters of water. This is based on an approximate consumption of 2 to 3 liters per day. As a comparison, the average child in Africa receives 8 oz. of water per day. The straw lasts about a year and will clog internally when it is no longer effective.
About The Vilakazi Foundation
The Vilakazi Foundation is an Oklahoma City-based charity that raises funds for medical, school and athletic supplies for children in South Africa. The organization is named after Vilakazi Street, the lane in Soweto, South Africa that was home to Nelson Mandela and Desmond Tutu. Vilakazi Street is the only road in the world that was home to two Nobel Peace Prize winners. The Vilakazi Foundation was founded in 2009 by Leigh Jacobs, a native South African, and his wife, Carrie Jacobs. For more information, visit www.vilakazifoundation.org. 
About OKC Midtown Rotary Club

The OKC Midtown Rotary Club was chartered in 2009 with the goal of involving younger professionals in the service, fellowship and ideals of Rotary International. The club takes a hands-on approach to address challenging and worthwhile community needs both locally and internationally. For more information, visit www.okcmidtownrotary.com. 
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